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INTERNET

How can you improve your dial-up Internet Connection if you can’t get

Broadband
Some Practical Options
Broadband Internet access much improved use of the grade to a permanent broad-
continues to be very suc- Internet including ease of band Internet connection.
cessful around the world browsing, Internet phone
however it is by no means calls for free or low cost and  If you cannot get broadband
universal and obtaining a the ability to share the con-  and even if you can get
broadband connection (a nection between a fixed broadband but at the slower

term open to interpretation computer and laptop as well  available speeds (with many
but generally deemed to be a as the novelty of being able  ISP's in some companies
faster speed than ordinary to be on-line without blocking claiming speeds below 512k
dial-up) can be dependent on incoming calls from their ex- as 'broadband' which is
where you live. isting land-line phone. pushing the term somewhat)

They live but a few miles
from us but their choice of
broadband system was
greater than our own as we
were deemed too far from
& the exchange to utilise
V- broadband via ADSL, which
g uses an existing BT phone
line and so it has cable or
nothing for us. This has re-
cently changed although
our location still dictates

Here in the UK broadband the ||ke|y SpeedS.We would
can be as cheap if not be likely to experience from
cheaper than dial-up. My ADSL.
own parents were paying

£14.99 a months for a dial-up

service which sometimes

had frequent connection

problems and with my help

moved to a £9.99 a month
broadband connection (1Mb
unlimited- not the fastest then the proxy and /or com-
available but a big improve- g i \what of good old dial-up? Pression add on service is
ment for them) which gives  \y ot can be done for those ~ Worth considering.

them always on Internet and of us who either can't up-

has opened the doors for a

il
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Compression/proxy option

* A 3rd party paid for add
on service

* Uses proprietary com-
pression to speed up your
existing Internet Service

* Low cost add on that im-
proves the dial-up speed ex-
perience

* Web pages, web email
and images all download
much faster

* Multimedia content
(video, audio)and se-
cure(https) connections will
however NOT see any speed
improvement

* Onspeed is a well known
purveyor of this service who
charge £1.99 a month or
£24.99 a year

* Others include are
Proxyconn and Propel

* Can also improve low
bandwidth broadband and
mobile Internet speeds

It's not as good as true
broadband but it helps im-
prove the browsing experi-
ence by giving your dialup
service a bit of a helping
hand. In effect a third party
provider is compressing the
Internet for you in order to fit
more into the small band-
width space that dial-up al-
lows.

Some people are happy with
minimal Internet access of
even occasional use at the
library whereas others are
lucky enough to be able to
tap into community wireless
Internet connections. For
some, where broadband
monthly cost is an issue |
have even helped set up a

shared wireless and even
wired connections between
neighbours.

The smaller ways to im-
prove your web browsing
experience:

Try to use a hardware mo-
dem rather than a software
modem (which draws on the
processing power of your
computer) especially if your
computer is a little older and
of average processing speed

Add extra memory if you
can- this will always make a
difference.

Installing free Ram opti-
mizer to help make sure that
you have not consumed
more RAM than you thought,

Make sure you browser is
up to date and try other
available browser such as
Opera, Firefox , Flock or
even Torpark the secure, pri-
vate browsing variation of
Mozilla.

Get your computer
checked over to make sure
that an undetetcted virus,

worm or Malware isn't imped-

ing the performance of your
computer (Windows only).

If your Windows computer
is very sluggish and you

know it's not just down to low

RAM memory or a full up
hard drive then it might be
worth re installing your oper-
ating system from scratch
which can often be a breath
of fresh air to many strug-
gling users (I know this from

experience).Obviously this
can be quite daunting, espe-
cially backing up your data
and requires a slow methodi-
cal approach or ideally
somebody experienced who
is prepared to do this for you.
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